
To Speak Well of GOD 

2  The Wilderness Journey 

“The ultimate measure of a man is not
where he stands in moments of comfort,
but where he stands at times of challenge 
and controversy.”  Martin Luther King Jr
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Account relayed with great mathematical beauty – why?

Patterns in the Words of Job
B1.2.3
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• No distinction between friends

• Pathos of Job’s position
• Initially Job 8x more likely to 

talk to friend; End: ½ as likely

• Guideline for us in comforting 
others: be present; listen

• Amount spoken to each friend is 
the same (blue)
• Exponential decrease in comments 
to friends (purple)
• Exponential increase in general 
commentary (green)

Gen.1 Gen.2 Gen.3

EBZ.1 EBZ.2 EB-.3

E1.2.3 B1.2.3 Z1.2-

Interpretations

Observations
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Timescale of Discourses
Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and 
seven nights. No one said a word to him, because they 
saw how great his suffering was.   2:13

• Kinsman gone away

• Friends forgotten me

• Maidservants count me a stranger

• Scorned when I appear in public

• Intimate friends detest me

• Nothing but skin and bones
19:13-20
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Suggest events last ~ six months?
Mitigation: Job lived ~200 yrs

Irony: >99% of Job’s life was blessed



Gen 5: Pre-flood average to see 4 generations = 410 yrs

Gen 10: Post-flood average to see 4 generations = 125 yrs

After this, Job lived a 
hundred and forty years; 
he saw his children and 
their children to the 
fourth generation.   42:16

Þ Job is *after* the Flood

Time and Place…
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Teman Naaman

Sarah Keturah

Isaac Shuah Uz Buz

Esau (Edom) Jacob (Israel)

Eliphaz Benjamin

Eliphaz the 
Temanite

Zophar the 
Naamathite

Bildad the 
Shuhite

Elihu the 
Buzite

Abraham Nahor
The Righteous Foreigner

Job 1:1

Godliness is in behaviour (fruits of the spirit) not bloodline 

Satan is a 
child of 
Abraham 
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Job References the Red Sea Crossing

“By his power [God] churned up the sea; by his wisdom 
he cut Rahab to pieces. By his breath the skies became 
fair; his hand pierced the gliding serpent.”   26:12-13
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Isaiah Translates
…that unprofitable nation… Egypt, whose help is utterly 
useless. Therefore I call her Rahab the Do-Nothing.  Is 30:6-7

“Was it not you who cut Rahab to pieces, who pierced 
that monster through? Was it not you who dried up the 
sea, the waters of the great deep, who made a road in 
the depths of the sea so that the redeemed might cross 
over?”   Is 51:9-10

“By his power he churned up the sea; by his wisdom he 
cut Rahab to pieces. By his breath the skies became fair; 
his hand pierced the gliding serpent.”   26:11-14
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Job is during the Wilderness Wandering

Uz

Israel are prior
to Canaan entry, 
wandering

The Satan 
(housed in EBZ) 
is traveling
‘to & fro’ &
in the Earth 1:7

Explains why 3 
children of 
Abraham meet a 
Gentile in Uz

conquest

Exodus

Israel are 
homeless

in Job’s day
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Goshen

Sinai

Departed
Gen 35

Bethel

Genesis Exodus
Job Joshua

Events in book:

Bethel:

House 
of God

Job Theme: 

Children of 
God LOST

Tempted &
Wandering
in Desert

Outside 
God’s House

Returned
Josh 8

Uz
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Context of Edom: No Comfort in the Wilderness
“This is what your brother Israel says: You know about 
all the hardships that have come upon us… Please let 
us pass through your country.” “You may not pass 
through here; if you try, we will march out and attack 
you with the sword.”  Num 20:17-18

The Three Friends: ‘Les Conforteurs Miserables’

Eliphaz the Temanite: A Child of Abraham, of Edom

Context of Teman: Renowned as wise men
Concerning Edom, This is what the LORD 
Almighty says: “Is there no longer wisdom in 
Teman? Has counsel perished from the 
prudent? Has their wisdom decayed?” Jer 49:7
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Eliphaz: Child of Abraham, Edomite (Esau)

Speech 1: “Think how you have instructed many, how you 
have strengthened feeble hands. Your words have 
supported those who stumbled; you have strengthened 
faltering knees.”  4:4

Speech 3: “You gave no water to the weary and you 
withheld food from the hungry… And you sent widows 
away empty-handed and broke the strength of the 
fatherless. That is why snares are all around you, why 
sudden peril terrifies you”  22:7-10

Certainly the leader  42:7
Likely the oldest  15:10, 32:6-9
Starts out as the kindest
Ends up contradicting himself
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Bildad: Child of Abraham

“When your children 
sinned against him, he 
gave them over to the 
penalty of their sin.”  8:4

“Fire resides in his tent; 
burning sulfur is scattered 
over his dwelling” 18:15

“Calamity is hungry for 
him… It eats away parts 
of his skin” 18:12-13

“He has no offspring or 
descendants among his 
people, no survivor where 
once he lived.”  18:19

Tendency to be a bit vicious
Job ultimately interrupts Bildad to stop the speeches  26:1

15 / 21



Zophar: Child of Abraham,
Israelite, Tribe of Benjamin

“If you put away the sin that 
is in your hand and allow no 
evil to dwell in your tent… 
You will lie down, with no 
one to make you afraid, and 
many will court your favor.” 
11:14-19

Probably the youngest
Assumptions are least well-founded
Relies the most heavily on the Doctrine of Retribution
Can be pompous

“Oh, how I wish that 
God would speak, that 
he would open his lips 
against you and 
disclose to you the 
secrets of wisdom, for 
true wisdom has two 
sides. Know this: God 
has even forgotten some 
of your sin.”  11:5-6
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Physical 

Emotional

Social

Personal

Spiritual

“My breath is offensive to my wife;
I am loathsome to my own brothers.”   19:17

“The night drags on, and I toss till dawn. My body is clothed 
with worms and scabs, my skin is broken and festering.” 7:4-5

“their sons mock me in song; I have become a byword among 
them… they do not hesitate to spit in my face.”   30:9-10

“I cry out to you, O God, but you do not answer; I stand up,
but you merely look at me. You turn on me ruthlessly; with 
the might of your hand you attack me.”   30:20-21

“If only my anguish could be weighed… It would 
surely outweigh the sand of the seas.”   6:2-3 

The Tortures of Job
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“I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he 
will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been 
destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see 
him with my own eyes- I, and not another. How my heart 
yearns within me!”  19:25-27 

The Character of Job
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Did Job Know Resurrection?
“And after my skin has been destroyed, 
yet in my flesh I will see God”  19:26 

“As a cloud vanishes and is 
gone, so one who goes down to 
the grave does not return. He 
will never come to his house 
again.”  7:9-10

“If only you would hide me in 
the grave and conceal me till 
your anger has passed! If only 
you would set me a time and 
then remember me! If someone 
dies, will they live again? All the 
days of my hard service I will 
wait for my renewal to come.”  
14:13-14

“At least there is hope for a tree: 
If it is cut down, it will sprout 
again… But a man dies and is 
laid low, he breathes his last 
and is no more.”  14:7,10



The Cry of Job

“May the day of my birth perish, and the night it was 
said, ‘A boy is born!’ ...May those who curse days curse 
that day, those who are ready to rouse Leviathan.”   3:3-8

20 / 21



3 Friends’ Pride: The Satan
versus

Job: The Righteous Man
In the Wilderness

Understanding the Approaching Debate…


