
To Speak Well of GOD 

5  Salvation 

“You will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.”
John 8:32



To Speak That Which is Right

“I am angry with you and your 
two friends, because you have 
not spoken of me what is right, 
as my servant Job.”  42:7-8
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Speaking Well of God is a Theme in Job

“I am angry with you and your two friends, 
because you have not spoken of me what is right, 
as my servant Job has… You have not spoken of 
me what is right, as my servant Job has.”  42:7-9

Early in the morning [Job] would sacrifice a burnt 
offering for each of [his children], thinking, 
“Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God 
in their hearts.” This was Job’s regular custom.  1:5

First quote in Job:

Is our primary concern what our loved ones say of our God?

Last quote in Job (which is repeated):

Ironic, since the book is used as evidence of an unloving God 
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“There is an unhelpful decisiveness in some aspects of 
Christian faith which gets in the way of meeting God in 
depth. There is an attempt to have everything buttoned 
up and secure. There is a defensive need to be sure. The 
book of Job, instead, brings us face to face with the 
living God, and invites us to live in his light with all our 
logical gaps, untidy edges and struggling faith.” 

D. Atkinson, “The Message of Job,” 1991

What did Job say that was ‘Right’?

2 God is unfathomable and inscrutable  23:8-10

1 Job remembers blessing during the time of suffering  1:21



What did Job say that was ‘Right’?
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3  God is someone Job *wants* a relationship with

How I long for the months gone by,
for the days when God watched over me…
when God’s intimate friendship blessed my house,
when the Almighty was still with me…
when my path was drenched with cream and the 
rock poured out for me streams of olive oil.  29:2-6



The Three Sages: God is reducible and predictable

“We have examined this, and it is true. 
So hear it and apply it to yourself.” 5:27

A claim of “having the Truth”
But no desire for personal relationship
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Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped 
himself with it as he sat among the ashes.  2:8

“Therefore I despise 
myself and repent in 
dust and ashes.”  42:6

Job’s Reaction to Salvation

Inconsistency:  Job’s already ON the ashes heap

“[God] throws me into the mud,
and I am reduced to dust and ashes.”  30:19

Not the reaction we anticipate –
he sounds beaten down, not joyful

Job explains WHY he’s on the ashes pile:

Job sat on the ashes heap because he was bitter at God
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Repentance; Dust and Ashes

Hebrew has only 4 words:

“Despise; Repent; Dust; Ashes”

“Therefore I despise and 
repent OF dust and ashes”

• Job realizes God worked an act 
of love to save his 3 friends
• God has utilized Job as a highly 
honoured priest
• Job regrets his embittered 
position on the ash heap
• God is justified
• Job is joyful, sees a new dawn

D. Patrick, “The Translation of Job XLII, 6,” 1976, Vetus Testamentum
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Human Pride: The Satan
versus

Job: The Righteous Man
In the Wilderness

The Foreshadowing
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Mt 4 vs => wins

ch 4-24 vs => wins

Word
of GOD

The
Righteous

Man

The
Satan

The Book of Job

Jesus, the Christ

ch 38-42 vs => winsThe
Satan

The
Satan

Jesus

Education: Jesus wins because he is the Word of God
There is no salvation by works

The
Satan

Word
of GOD

Jesus
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“It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ”
Mt 4:4 / Deut 8:3

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 
desert to be tempted by the devil.  Mt 4:1

Temptation in the Wilderness

“It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’ ”  Mt 4:7 / Deut 6:16
“Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve him only.’ ”  Mt 4:10 / Deut 6:13

• Knows only the WORD OF GOD can defeat the Satan
• Quotes from Deuteronomy – the time of Job!
• Jesus prevails – A *proof* he is the Word of GOD
• Jesus may have learned this about himself from Job

Fighting the Satan
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Fighting the Beast

“But come on, 
all of you, try 
again!”   17:10

“how can a mortal 
be righteous 
before God?” 9:2

“my conscience 
will not reproach 
me as long as I 
live.”   27:6

“Away from me, 
Satan! ‘Worship 
the Lord your 
God, and serve 
him only.’ ”

“Man [lives by] 
every word that 
comes from the 
mouth of God.”   

“Do not put the 
Lord your God 
to the test.”

Jesus Job
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Did Job “Succeed” or “Fail”?

There were TWO battles:
1 “Barter” between God’s insight and Satan’s insight
2 Struggle between Job and the Satan (pride of man)

1 Job’s persevering faith Jam 5:11
proved God the winner of the wager

2 Job was losing (had lost?) the struggle 
against Satan (pride) when God came to 
rescue him: God is the only winner here!

Job did not overcome the Satan - Neither will we
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The Priest: Accustomed to Atonement

Early in the morning [Job] would 
sacrifice a burnt offering for each of 
[his children], thinking, “Perhaps my 
children have sinned and cursed 
God in their hearts.” This was Job’s 
regular custom.   1:5

A man regularly dedicated to atoning for loved ones 

A man God can use in the salvation of others

Am I that man?
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Without father or mother, without 
genealogy, without beginning of 
days or end of life, like the Son of 
God he remains a priest forever.  
Heb 7:3

Two characteristics indicative of the spiritual priesthood

Job: A Priest of the Order of Melchizedek

• (Possessions all based on primes 3; 5; 7; probability ~ 0.1 %) 

• Deliberately obscured genealogy:
Eliphaz the Temanite
Bildad the Shuhite
Zophar the Naamathite

1 No father, no mother; 
appears ‘out of nowhere’

“Job… the who?”

• Heb. iyyob: “without father” 

17 / 23



Two characteristics indicative of the spiritual priesthood

The Order of Melchizedek

Although [Jesus] 
was a son, he 
learned obedience 
from what he 
suffered… 
designated by God 
to be high priest in 
the order of 
Melchizedek. 
Heb 5:8-10

One reason for Job’s suffering:
His development as a Priest in Melchizedek’s order

Obedience is much more than “not sinning”

2 Learns from suffering
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THE SUFFERING OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN 
BROUGHT SALVATION TO 

UNRIGHTEOUS MEN
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Job’s Refining: From Fear to Love

Job: he would sacrifice a 
burnt offering for each of 
[his children], thinking, 
“Perhaps my children 
have sinned and cursed 
God in their hearts.”   1:5

Jesus: “Holy Father, 
protect them by the 
power of your name… 
in order that the love 
you have for me may 
be in them”  Jn 17:9,26

The one who fears is not made perfect in love.   1 Jn 4:18

“I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a 
girl... For I dreaded destruction from God, and for fear of 
his splendor I could not do such things.”  31:1,23 & 3:25
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Before:

7 sons
3 daughters

7 000 sheep
3 000 camels
500 oxen
500 donkeys

After:

7 sons
3 daughters

14 000 sheep
6 000 camels
1 000 oxen
1 000 donkeys

After Job had prayed for his friends, the LORD made 
him prosperous again and gave him twice as much as 
he had before.   42:10

Solution? Job’s original sons and daughters “live to God”
How long for Job to realize this?

Restoration & SALVATION

XX
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GOD
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Righteous

Man

The
Satan32-41

42

1-2

3-31

The Book of Job: Wisdom & Simplicity

Destruction => <= Salvation   

GOD

The
Righteous

Man

The
Satan

…End 


