
THE SIGN OF THE DOVE

a study in Jonah



THE SIGN OF THE DOVE

Flight of the Dove
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Key Character: Jonah

Jonah (Yonah) = Dove

Jonah is son of Amittai
Jonah 1:1

Jonah is from Gath Hepher
2 Kings 14:25

Gath Hepher is in Zebulun
Joshua 19:10,13

=> Jonah is from Zebulun

Why would we care?



800900 700 600 500

Israel

Judah

United

Obadiah

Joel

Hosea
Amos

Timeline of Minor Prophets

Micah

Nahum

Zephaniah

Habakkuk

CAPTIVITY

Haggai

Zechariah
Malachi

Jonah

BC

Jerusalem



Jonah: A Precedental Prophet
Samuel 
Nathan
Elijah
Elisha
Amos
Jonah
Hosea
Micah
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Nahum
Habakkuk
Isaiah
Ezekiel
Daniel
Obadiah
Haggai
Zechariah
Joel
Malachi

Key:
Prophet to United Israel
Prophet to 10-tribe Israel
Prophet to 2-tribe Judah
PROPHET TO THE GENTILES
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• Most rapid Assyrian expansion: 824-625 BC
• Jonah’s prophecy is during this time
• Assyria fighting Israel and winning
• Nineveh capital city of Assyria

Key Place: Nineveh

THE HEART OF ENEMY TERRITORY!

Nineveh



The Book of Jonah: A Charge to Preach

The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: “Go 
to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because 
its wickedness has come up before me.” But Jonah ran 
away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish.  Jonah 1:1-3

Jonah evades the mission to Nineveh:
1. Because he’ll be killed
2. Because they’re the ENEMY



Can One Flee the Lord’s Presence?
Not one will get away, none 
will escape. Though they dig 
[Heb: chathar] down to the 
depths of the grave, from 
there my hand will take them. 
Though they climb up to the 
heavens, from there I will 
bring them down. Though 
they hide themselves on the 
top of Carmel, there I will 
hunt them down and seize 
them. Though they hide from 
me at the bottom of the sea, 
there I will command the 
serpent [Heb: nachash] to

bite them.   Amos 9:1-3



Conundrum:  Beyond the Lord’s Presence?
Other scriptures imply one can leave 
the presence of the Lord

So Cain went out from the LORD’s 
presence and lived in the land of 
Nod, east of Eden.  Gen 4:16

E.g. Cain:

So the LORD was very angry with 
Israel and removed them from his 
presence.  2 Kgs 17:18

E.g. Israel:

Then Satan went 
out from the 
presence of the 
Lord.  Job 1:12

E.g. Satan:



Who Will Save Whom?

“Pick me up and throw me into 
the sea,” [Jonah] replied, “and it 
will become calm. I know that it 
is my fault that this great storm 
has come upon you.” Instead, 
the men did their best to row 
[Heb: chathar] back to land.
Jonah 1:12-13

“Go to the great city of 
Nineveh and preach 
against it, because its 
wickedness has come up 
before me.” But Jonah 
ran away from the Lord 
and headed for Tarshish.
Jonah 1:2-3

Israeli to Gentiles Gentiles to Israeli

• Gentiles will work (dig) for Jonah’s life

• Jonah is indifferent to Gentile peril

Sin: No SYMPATHY for those outside God’s love



Conundrum:
Was Jonah right
to offer himself?

The sea was getting rougher 
and rougher. So [the sailors] 
asked [Jonah], “What should 
we do to you to make the sea 
calm down for us?” “Pick me 
up and throw me into the sea,” 
he replied, “and it will become 
calm. I know that it is my fault 
that this great storm has come 
upon you.”  Jonah 1:11-12

Where can we find an answer?



the Lord sent a great wind on the 
sea

the ship threatened to break up. 
Jonah had gone below …fell into a 
deep sleep. 

“How can you sleep? Get up and 
call on your god… and we will not 
perish.” 
“Pick me up and throw me into the 
sea,” [Jonah] replied, “and it will 
become calm.”
Jonah 1:4-12

On Stormy Seas
A furious squall came up

the boat… was nearly swamped.
Jesus was in the stern, sleeping 
on a cushion.

The disciples woke him and said 
to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if 
we drown?” 
[Jesus] said… “Quiet! Be still!” 
Then the wind died down and it 
was completely calm. 
Mark 4:37-39

So Jonah has made a poor choice
So what principle has he overlooked?



Mercy, not Sacrifice

Judas
seized with 
remorse… “I 
have sinned,” 
he said... Then 
he went away 
and hanged 
himself.
Mt 27:3-5

Jonah
“Pick me up and 
throw me into the 
sea,” he replied, “and 
it will become calm. I 
know that it is my 
fault that this great 
storm has come upon 
you.” Jonah 1:12

Sin: Lost sight of God’s Mercy

The Principle
For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, 
and acknowledgment of God rather 
than burnt offerings.  Hos 6:6 



Stay in the Boat

1 Revelation to Paul
…a wind of hurricane force, called 
the “northeaster,” swept down

We took such a violent battering 
from the storm that the next day 
they began to throw the cargo 
overboard. 
Paul stood up before them and 
said: “…I urge you to keep up your 
courage, because not one of you 
will be lost; only the ship will be 
destroyed. Last night an angel… 
said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You 
must stand trial before Caesar; 
and God has graciously given you 
the lives of all who sail with you.’” 
Acts 27:14-24

3 Today
Don’t bail out of the ecclesial 
vessel on your co-sailors

2b Passover Violation
As soon as Judas had 
taken the bread, he went 
out. And it was night.

Jn 13:30

2a Passover Law
Not one of you shall go 
out the door of his house 
until morning.  Ex 12:22



Revisit Conundrum: Beyond the Lord’s Presence?

We have reasoned Jonah was:

• Wrong to sacrifice himself
• Failed to perceive God’s mercy

Conclusion:
• Jonah places himself beyond God’s 
reach by failing to see God’s mercy

• Jonah is therefore “Beyond the 
Presence of the Lord”: the place he 
initially tried to go

Lesson: Don’t run away from God

• Because you can

• Because you can’t



Guided to Safe Haven…

Remember Jonah’s effect
on the sailors
At this the men greatly 
feared the Lord, and they 
offered a sacrifice to the 
Lord and made vows to him. 
Jonah 1:16

Then they cried out to the 
Lord in their trouble, and he 
brought them out of their 
distress. He stilled the storm 
to a whisper; the waves of the 
sea were hushed. They were 
glad when it grew calm, and 
he guided them to their 
desired haven.  Ps 107:28-30

Jacob’s Blessing
“Zebulun will… become a 
haven for ships” Gen 49:13

How?!
It’s Landlocked!!

…by the Prophet of Zebulun



• God extends salvation to the Gentiles 

• Jonah precedental prophet to Gentiles: precedentally 
called to save the enemy

• Jonah’s 1st sin: no SYMPATHY for Gentiles outside of 
God’s mercy, even though Gentiles were sympathetic to 
his plight!

• Jonah’s 2nd sin: wrong to sacrifice himself, lost sight of 
God’s MERCY 

• Sailors brought to safe spiritual haven by prophet of 
Zebulun; fulfilling Jacob’s prophecy

Conclusion: “Flight of the Dove”


