
THE SIGN OF THE DOVE

A Vine and A Worm
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• Jonah precedental prophet to Gentiles: precedentally 
called to save the enemy

• Jonah’s 1st sin: no SYMPATHY for Gentiles outside of 
God’s mercy, even though Gentiles were sympathetic to 
his plight!

• Jonah’s 2nd sin: wrong to sacrifice himself, lost sight of 
God’s MERCY 

Threads: “Flight of the Dove”



Threads: “The Education of the Psalms”

• Jonah reversed both sins: prayer revealed perception of God’s 
MERCY and SYMPATHY for those outside it

• Jonah demonstrated immense faith in thanking God for a 
blessing that had not even arrived!

• Jonah learned his calling was to BE God’s Temple



Arguments for:

Question: Did Jonah Die?

1 Yes: Logic: He was 72 hrs in a hostile environment

2 Yes: NT Comparison with Jesus in the tomb

“For as Jonah was three days and three nights in 
the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be 
three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth.”  Mt 12:40

“This is a wicked generation. It asks for a 
miraculous sign, but none will be given it except 
the sign of Jonah. For as Jonah was a sign to 
the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to 
this generation.”   Lk 11:29-30
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1 No: Logic: Don’t base an argument on a missing fact, the 
Bible does not say Jonah died

4 No: Fits with scriptural pattern: God asks of Himself (His 
Son) one more step than all others: Abraham offering Isaac; 
Jephthah’s daughter; Jonah

Arguments against:

Question: Did Jonah Die?

3 No: Evidence of Jonah’s carefully constructed prayer – if not 
over 72 hrs, then how long?

5 No: Because of the symbol of baptism…

2 No: Mt 12:40 specifies the comparison between Jesus and 
Jonah was timescale oriented; the scriptures specify Jesus died 
but do not mention Jonah’s death

Conclusion? Jonah did not die
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The Unique Baptism of Jonah [Dove]

The man who went into the water opposed God
His conversion took place under water

The man who emerged was dedicated to serving God

Jonah [the Dove] 
becomes the perfect 
symbol of baptism

1 Psa 18:25-27
2 Psa 88:3-5

Psa 88:13-14
3 Psa 5:3

Psa 5:4
4 Psa 116:1-2

Psa 69:15-16
5 Psa 68:13

Psa 30
6 Psa 18:16,19

Psa 116:8-9
7 Psa 31:5-7

Jonah’s Addition
8 Psa 116:12-19
9 Psa 37:7-11

Psa 37:29

Quote’s Context The ‘Hidden’ Prayer
God brings the haughty low,

thus I lie with the dead.
My prayer is unanswered,

so I must wait - expectantly!
God is good,

so He hears my cry for mercy
and His mercy will act to save me!

I [the dove] am sheathed with gold,
dedicated as a Temple!

So I am drawn out of deep waters
and set in the land of the living. 

I will trust in the Lord,
whose mercy must be grasped.

I will fulfill my vows before Him
because the Lord saves:

His people will live forever!
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James Bartley, on board British whaling vessel Star of the East, 
was swallowed by a sperm whale off the Falkland Islands. 
Rescued the next day he suffered from bleached skin but 
survived. Yarmouth ‘Mercury,’ 22 Aug 1891

• Star of the East had 
made such a voyage

• Sperm whales could 
swallow humans 
whole - documented 
case of a 400 lb squid 
found whole in a 
sperm whale in 1955

• Star of the East was not a 
whaling vessel

• Star of the East had no James 
Bartley on the crew list

• Captain J.B. Killam’s wife 
testified (in 1906) that no-one 
had ever gone overboard

Points corroborating Points contradicting

A Bleached Prophet?
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[Jonah] proclaimed: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be 
overturned.” The Ninevites believed God. They declared a 
fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on 
sackcloth.  Jonah 3:4-5

Why is Nineveh forgiven so quickly? Jonah wasn’t!

A Study in Repentance
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To see?  (Nineveh) …or not to see?  (Jonah)
“Pick me up and throw 
me into the sea… I know 
that it is my fault that this 
great storm has come 
upon you.”  Jonah 1:12

“Let everyone call urgently on 
God... Who knows? God may 
yet relent and with compassion 
turn from his fierce anger so 
that we will not perish.”
Jonah 3:8-9 
Mercy is immediate Mercy is delayed
When God saw what they did… 
he had compassion and did 
not bring upon them the 
destruction he had threatened.  
Jonah 3:10

Then they took Jonah and 
threw him overboard… 
and Jonah was inside the 
fish three days and three 
nights.  Jonah 1:15-17

“Mercy Comes to Him who Mercy Sees”

The Perception of Mercy

Notice Jonah didn’t tell them of the possibility of mercy… 6/17



Obstacles causing sin are not from God 2 Sam 11:1-3

The Power of Free Will

Easier for King of Nineveh than Jonah simply because 
he saw God’s mercy
Smoothness of the Path to Redemption in our hands
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[Jonah] proclaimed: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be 
overturned.” The Ninevites believed God. Jonah 3:4

God proclaimed destruction that never came
What is an outside observer to make of this?

A Study in Leadership

When God saw what they did and how they turned from 
their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon 
them the destruction he had threatened. Jonah 3:10

• Almighty God has no ego
• He does not need to explain Himself
• He allows the full power of free will
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The First Day The Second DayThe Second Day The Third Day         

A Vine and a Worm: What’s Going On?
Jonah 4:4,9
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God’s Plan 
for Nineveh

Jonah’s 
Enactment
of God’s Plan

wrath wrath

• What does this living parable teach us?

Jonah’s sin of lack of sympathy had recurred
- All sins recur, so remedies must be persistent

A Vine and a Worm: The Lesson
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“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one 
who kills the prophets and stones 
those who are sent to her! How 
often I wanted to gather your 
children together, as a hen gathers 
her chicks under her wings, but 
you were not willing!”  Mt 23:37-38

“I am the true vine, and my Father 
is the gardener.” John 15:1

Which are we, with spiritual Gentiles?
Elitist and superior? Or sympathetic?

Vine and Worm mutually exclusive

Jonah: A Vine, or a Worm?
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Jonah was inside the fish three days and three nights.
Jonah 1:17
And the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited 
Jonah onto dry land. Jonah 2:10

3

“[The vine] sprang up overnight and died overnight.”
Jonah 4:10
“But Nineveh has more than 120 thousand people 
who cannot tell their right hand from their left… 
Should I not be concerned about that great city?”
Jonah 4:11

3

Now Nineveh was a very important city-a visit 
required three days. Jonah 3:3
When God saw… how they turned from their evil 
ways, he had compassion Jonah 3:10

3

After the Third Day: Mercy
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Come, let us return 
to the LORD. He 
has torn us to 
pieces but he will 
heal us; he has 
injured us but he 
will bind up our 
wounds. After two 
days he will revive 
us; on the third day 
he will restore us, 
that we may live in 
his presence.
Hos 6:1-2

After the Third Day: Mercy
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Conclusions: “A Vine and a Worm”

• Mercy comes to him who mercy sees

• The One who forgives is not concerned with appearances to 
outsiders

• The Scriptural pattern shows mercy after three days

• We can be a vine or a worm to the Ninevites: but not both

• The greater the perception of mercy for ourselves, the more 
likely we are to desire to shield another
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Jonah (Dove) precedental Gentile Prophet
Didn’t initially sympathize with Gentiles
Racism detrimental to his preaching
Racism frustrated God’s plans of mercy
- Are we spiritually racist?

Themes in Jonah

God’s Mercy Evidenced after 3 days
• Jonah in the fish (3 days)
• Preaching to Nineveh (3 days)
• The Vine and the Worm (3 days)

Mercy seen when Looking to the Temple Jonah 2:4,7
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Two Mercy Missions
Opposing camps: God saves BOTH camps BOTH times

Breadth of Mercy in the Book of Jonah

2nd mission 
to Nineveh
Ch 3-4
Nineveh saved
Jonah saved

1st mission 
to Nineveh
Ch 1-2
Sailors saved
Jonah saved
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God said to Jonah, “Do you have a right to 
be angry about the vine?” “I do,” he said. 
“I am angry enough to die.”  Jonah 4:9

Was Jonah forgiven again?
Or was he ‘angry enough to die’?

“They will follow the LORD; 
he will roar like a lion. When 
he roars, his children will 
come trembling from the 
west. They will come 
trembling like birds from 
Egypt, like doves [Jonahs]
from Assyria.”  Hos 11:10-11

How Did It All End…?

Suggest the Lion roared & the Dove came home trembling
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