
4 The Pierced Slave 



Sacrifice and 
offering you did not 
desire, but my ears 
you have pierced; 
burnt offerings and 
sin offerings you did 
not require. Then I 
said, “Here I am, I 
have come - it is 
written about me in 
the scroll. I desire to 
do your will, O my 
God” Psa 40:6-8

David

“Sacrifice and 
offering you did not 
desire, but a body 
you prepared for me; 
with burnt offerings 
and sin offerings you 
were not pleased. 
Then I said, ‘Here I 
am--it is written about 
me in the scroll-- I 
have come to do your 
will, O God.’ ”   
Heb 10:5-7

Jesus

A Body, not an Ear
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“But if the servant 
declares, ‘I love my 
master and my wife and 
children and do not 
want to go free,’ then 
his master must take 
him before the judges. 
He shall take him to the 
door or the doorpost 
and pierce his ear with 
an awl. Then he will be 
his servant for life.”
Ex 21:5-6

“My Ears You Have Pierced”
Psa 40:6

Ex 21:1-6
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Jesus
“Sacrifice and offering you
did not desire, but a body 
you prepared for me”  Heb 10

Servant for Life: From Choice

“Sacrifice and offering you 
did not desire, but my ears 
you have pierced”   Psa 40

David

Jesus declares his love for God; his *desire* to give his life in service
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[The master] shall take [the slave] to the door or the 
doorpost and pierce his ear with an awl.   Ex 21:6 

Doorway to the Master’s House

• The willing slave was nailed to the 
doorway of his chosen Master’s house

• Christ was the ultimate willing slave

=> The Cross of Jesus Christ is the
Doorway to the House of God

• Christ was nailed to the Cross

“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the 
Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.”  Mt 5:17
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“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
Mt 27:45

Mt 27:32-44
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How deep the Father’s love for us,
How vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure
How great the pain of searing loss,
The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the chosen One,
Bring many sons to glory
Behold the Man upon a cross,
My sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice,
Call out among the scoffers…

Stuart Townend, 2004
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“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
Mt 27:45  =>  Ps 22:1

“For He has not despised or scorned
the suffering of the afflicted one;

He has not hidden his face from him
but has listened to his cry for help.”

Ps 22:24

“The Father turns 
His face away” ?

Ps 22

09 / 18



Psalm 22 Matthew 27:35-43

• When they had crucified him  
v35

• they divided up his clothes by 
casting lots   v35

• And sitting down, they kept 
watch over him there   v36

• so that Scripture would be 
fulfilled, Jesus said: “I thirst”
Jn 19:28

• Those who passed by hurled 
insults at him, shaking their 
heads… “He trusts in God. Let 
God rescue him now if he wants 
him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of 
God!’ ”  v39, 43

• they have pierced my hands and 
my feet  v16
• They divide my garments 
among them and cast lots for my 
clothing   v18

• a band of evil men has encircled 
me  v16

• All who see me mock me; they 
hurl insults, shaking their heads: 
“He trusts in the LORD; let the 
LORD rescue him. Let him deliver 
him, since he delights in him.”  
v7-8

• My mouth is dried up… and my 
tongue sticks to the roof of my 
mouth  v15

He’s Preaching! Trying to save 

those in mortal danger!
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“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
Mt 27:45 / Ps 22:1

Psalm 22: Fulfillment

When Jesus drank the 
vinegar, he said, 
“It is fulfilled”; and he 
bowed his head and 
gave up his spirit.   
Jn 19:30, Lamsa

“what is written about 
me is reaching its 
fulfillment.”  Lk 22:37

the night before…
Jesus uses his last breath to try and 

save the lives of others (not to 
complain about a missing parent)
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“Many bulls 
surround me; 
strong bulls of 
Bashan 
encircle me… 
save me from 
the horns of 
the wild oxen.”  
Ps 22:12,21

Psalm 22: The Bull / Ox
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Price of the Pierced Slave

If a bull gores a man or a woman to death, the bull 
must be stoned to death, and its meat must not be 
eaten… If the bull gores a male or female slave, the 
owner must pay thirty shekels of silver to the master 
of the slave, and the bull must be stoned.  Ex 21:28-32 

Then one of the Twelve--the one called Judas Iscariot--
went to the chief priests and asked, “What are you 
willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” So they 
counted out for him thirty silver coins.  Mt 26:14-16

Ex 21:28-32
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X

Master of the Slave

The Pierced 
Slave

The Bull

Owner of the Bull

If the bull gores a slave:
the owner must pay thirty 
shekels of silver to the 
master of the slave, and 
the bull must be stoned

30
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God’s Law



Master of the Slave

The Pierced 
Slave

The Bull

Owner of the Bull

God’s Law

he was seized with 
remorse and returned 
the thirty pieces of silver 
to the chief priests and 
the elders. “I have 
sinned,” he said, “for I 
have betrayed innocent 
blood.”  Mt 27:3

“What is that to us?” 
they replied. “That’s 
your responsibility.”  v4

So Judas threw the 
money into the temple 
and left.  v5

Then he went away and 
hanged himself  v5

So they counted out for 
[Judas] thirty silver coins  
Mt 26:15

Jesus

God

Judas

Chief 
Priests

X

is Fulfilled in Jesus Christ

30

30

Mt 26:14-16 
& 27:3-5

15 / 18



If, however, the bull has 
had the habit of goring 
and the owner has been 
warned but has not kept it 
penned up and it kills a 
man or woman, the bull 
must be stoned and the 
owner also must be put to 
death.  Ex 21:29-30

“I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of 
them you will kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues 
and pursue from town to town. And so upon you will come all the 
righteous blood that has been shed on earth.”  Mt 23:33-35

Owner of the Bull

Chief 
Priests

The Chief Priests give themselves the death sentence of the law 
*because they performed the crucifixion*

X
God’s Law is Fulfilled in Jesus Christ
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The Man who’s dying…

JUXTAPOSITION

Is the source of Life…

Calls to the living crowd…
…to save a Dying world
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Jesus’ last words are 
altruism, not despair



We walk the same road Jesus 
did – the Road to Atonement

Road to Atonement
My identity in Christ comes from 

my actions beyond the meal

Do I pray: “Father, give me”
or “Father make me”?

The Lord is still on trial
The evidence I give is my lifestyle

Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where 
are you going?” Jesus replied, “Where I 
am going, you cannot follow now, but 
you will follow later.”  Jn 13:35-36

Jesus’ last words are
altruism, not despair


