
5 Atonement 



ATONEMENT – word coined by William Tyndale, 16th CAT-ONE-MENT
Healing. Oneness

The Nature of Atonement
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At-one-ment is about being at one



The Plagued House: The Israelite’s House

• Inspected by Priest

• If plagued: House 
scoured; unclean bricks 
disposed of

• Period of waiting

• Second inspection

Lev 14:36

v 39-42

v 43

v 44

“To purify the house he is to take two birds 
and some cedar wood, scarlet yarn and 
hyssop… In this way he will make atonement 
for the house, and it will be clean.”  vv 49,53

• If plagued, 
house is utterly 
destroyed

“It must be torn down—its stones, 
timbers and all the plaster—and taken 
out of the town to an unclean place.” v 45

• If clean, 
house is 
atoned for
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The Plagued House: Physical Temple of God

• Inspected by Priest

• If plagued: House 
scoured; unclean bricks 
disposed of

• Period of waiting

• Second inspection

• If plagued, 
house is utterly 
destroyed

Jesus left the temple… “Do you 
see all these things?” he asked. 
“I tell you the truth, not one 
stone here will be left on 
another; every one will be 
thrown down.” Mt 24:1-3

Jesus entered the temple area 
and drove out all who were 
buying and selling there... “you 
are making it a ‘den of robbers.’”
Mt 21:12-13

• If clean, 
house is 
atoned for
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Caesar gave orders that they should now demolish the 
entire city and temple… 

[Jerusalem] was so thoroughly laid even with the 
ground by those that dug it up to the foundation, that 
there was left nothing to make those that came thither 
believe it had ever been inhabited. This was the end 
which Jerusalem came to by the madness of those that 
were for innovations; a city otherwise of great 
magnificence, and of mighty fame among all mankind…

And I cannot but wish that we had all died before we had 
seen that holy city demolished by the hands of our 
enemies, or the foundations of our holy temple dug up 
after so profane a manner. 
Josephus, ‘Wars of the Jews,’ AD75
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The Plagued House: Spiritual Temple of God

• Inspected by Priest

• If plagued: House 
scoured; unclean bricks 
disposed of

• Period of waiting

• Second inspection

• If plagued, 
house is utterly 
destroyed

• If clean, 
house is 
atoned for

God presented [Jesus] as a sacrifice of 
atonement, through faith in his blood
Rom 3:25

All have sinned…
Rom 3:23

He has set a day when he will judge 
the world  Acts 17:31

“I never knew you; depart from me.”  Mt 7:23

our old self was 
crucified… that the 
body of sin might be 
done away  Rom 6:6
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S I N . C A R D

NO

Is Jesus’ Death the Atonement; ‘Paying the Price for Sin?’
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For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not 
been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith 
is futile and you are still in your sins.  1 Cor 15:16-17

NO

Did Jesus’ Death Forgive Our Sins 2 000 yrs ago?
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{
How can I become at one with God?

1 What did Jesus’ death achieve?

2 How am I saved/made one with God?

1 and 2 are not directly coupled 

=> 3 How does a perfect man’s death save an imperfect man?

=> In short, it doesn’t

Some assume 1 & 2
are directly coupled 
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Why Did Jesus Die?

Fighting the wobbly shopping trolley for eternity
– even successfully – isn’t perfection
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Some things inherently 
want to run off-straight
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“I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will strike your 
head, and you will strike his heel.” 
Gen 3:15

What Did Jesus’ Death Achieve?

Fulfils God’s plan
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“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, for you were slaughtered and by your blood 
you ransomed for God saints from every tribe and 
language and people and nation.” Rev 5:9

Opens the Book of Life

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep.” Jn 10:11

Models love for others
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In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be 
cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness.  Heb 9:22

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  1 Jn 1:7

the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, 
who accuses them day and night before our God. But 
they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony.  Rev 12:10-11

We are saved by Jesus’ “Blood”
Some assume that means his death

Assumption couldn’t be more wrong

Doesn’t the Bible Say Jesus’ Death Forgives Our Sins?

The word “death” 
is absent
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The Blood of Jesus 
is everywhere

Where have we seen Jesus’ blood?

sacrifice of atonement, through 
faith in his blood Rom 3:25



So What Does Blood Mean?

…you shall not eat 
flesh with its life, 
that is, its blood  
Gen 9:4
The Blood is the Life

For the life of the flesh is in the blood
Lev 17:11,14

The Blood is the Life

be sure you do not eat the blood,
because the blood is the life  Dt 12:23

The Blood is the Life

=> Save by Jesus’ blood = Saved by Jesus’ *Life*
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If, however, they cannot afford 
two doves or two young 
pigeons, they are to bring as an 
offering for their sin a tenth of 
an ephah of the finest flour for a 
sin offering.  Lev 5:11

In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be 
cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness.  Heb 9:22

Quote 1: Shed Blood is Vital for Forgiveness

Denial of the old life is the critical element to forgiveness

No blood required, but needed to repent of old life

Life

Life Blood is 
the Life
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But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  1 Jn 1:7

Quote 2: Jesus’ Blood & Our Forgiveness

Saved by the Blood of Jesus

Life

Life

…because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent 
priesthood. Therefore he is able to save completely
those who come to God through him, because he 
always lives to intercede for them.  Heb 7:24-25

Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was 
raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is 
also interceding for us.  Rom 8:34

Life

Blood is 
the Life
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We know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, 
and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For whoever has 
died is freed from sin. But if we 
have died with Christ, we believe 
that we will also live with him.  
Rom 6:6-8

the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, 
who accuses them day and night before our God. But 
they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony.  Rev 12:10-11

Quote 3: Jesus’ Blood & Our Victory

Baptized into Jesus’ Life

Life

Life Blood is 
the Life
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The Blood of Jesus 
is everywhere

sacrifice of atonement, through 
faith in his blood Rom 3:25

Life

Where have we seen Jesus’ blood?Life

Life



How Does Jesus’ *Life* Remove Our Sins?

“I will not leave you orphaned; 
I am coming to you… 
because I live, you also will live.”   
Jn 14:18-19

Not: “because I 
*died* you will live” 
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We are atoned by forgiveness…

…because we are loved

How are we Atoned (Made At One) with God?
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The Progression 
of Atonement

1st Covenant 
Moses

2nd Covenant 
Christ

Kingdom
“At one”

Only dead bodies
Life drained out

“The new covenant in my life”
Dead bodies infused with life

Only Life

Lev 1:15
Lev 17:13-14

Jn 6:53-55
Lk 22:20

“Death has 
been swallowed 
up in victory.”

1 Cor 15:54
Isa 25:8

Lk 22:17
1 Cor 15:53

1500 yrs 2000+ yrs



We are atoned by forgiveness, 
because we are loved
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And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they
went: and he made as though he would have gone
further. But they constrained him, saying, “Abide with
us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.”
And he went in to tarry with them. Lk 24:28-29

Jesus accepts invitations to come and reside

“Were not our hearts burning within us 
while he talked with us on the Road?”

Atonement by Invitation


